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7 Things You Should Do to Protect Fireflies
Erin Boyle August 26, 2014

1. Turn off outdoor lights: Fireflies use bioluminescence to communicate and
attract mates. There’s evidence that light pollution from humans interferes
with that, making it harder for fireflies to mate and breed.

2. Let logs and litter collect: Rotting logs and litter on the forest floor can
provide crucial habitats for firefly larvae.

3. Get a fountain: Most species of fireflies thrive in marshy areas near
standing water. If you don’t live by a natural water source, consider adding a
small pond or fountain—or even a birdbath—to your garden.

4. Don’t use pesticides and fertilizers: It shouldn’t come as a surprise that
spraying pesticides to eradicate one type of insect can have detrimental
effects across species. And though there’s no direct link between fertilizer use
and firefly decline, it’'s common sense that you will create a richer natural
environment if you avoid synthetic fertilizers and chemicals. Better for you,
better for the bugs.

5. Don’t over-mow your lawn: Fireflies tend to stay close to the ground, and
mowing too often can destroy some of their favorite places to roam.

6. Plant trees: Trees—especially pines—provide a protective umbrella under
which fireflies can live and mate. The needles that fall to the ground beneath
pine trees create an additional habitat.

7. Talk to your neighbors: This is probably the best step you can take.
Imagine how many more fireflies you’d see if the whole neighborhood agreed

to just turn off the lights?

(Resources: https://www.gardenista.com/posts/how-to-protect-fireflies/)
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